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CINCPAC 

CONEIDENTIAL CANBERRA 0207 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: OVIP 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE ERASER VISIT TO THE UNITED STATES 

WHEN PRIME MINISTER ERASER MET WITH HOLLINGS/GRIEEIN 
CODEL JAN 7 POSSIBLE VISIT TO U.S. WAS RAISED. 

SENATOR GRIEEIN SAID THAT HE HAD HAD DINNER AT 
THE WHITE HOUSE JUST BEEORE HE LEET AND THAT HE 
BROUGHT THE PRESIDENT'S BEST WISHES AS WELL AS 
HIS HOPE THAT THE PRIME MINISTER WOULD BE ABLE 
TO VISIT THE U.S. SOON. FRASER SAID HE 
APPRECIATED THE INVITATION BUT HE HAD A POLITICAL 
PROBLEM. THROUGHOUT THE CAMPAIGN ONE OE HIS 
THEMES HAD BEEN THAT GOUGH WHITLAM WAS A 
"TOURIST PRIME MINISTER" AND THAT HE HAD TO BE 
CAREEUL NOT TO GIVE A SIMILAR IMPRESSION. MOREOVER 
HE THOUGHT A PRIORITY PROBLEM WAS IN ECONOMIC 
POLICY. THE EEDERAL BUDGET WOULD HAVE TO BE 
CUT AND OTHER MEASURES TAKEN TO STEM INFLATION. 

HE THOUGHT IT WOULD BE WISER EOR HIM FIRST 
TO MAKE OEEICIAL VISITS IN EAST ASIA, PARTICULARLY 
TO JAPAN AND CHINA, BEEORE GOING TO THE U.S. ON AN 
OEFICIAL VISIT. HE THOUGHT IT WOULD BE MORE USEEUL 
TOO EROM THE U.S. VIEWPOINT, SINCE HE WOULD HAVE 
ERESH IMPRESSIONS OE THE OVERALL POLITICAL SITUATION 
IN EAST ASIA. CONSEQUENTLY, IT MIGHT BE A YEAR OR 
MORE BEEORE HE COULD VISIT THE U.S. 
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